MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS

Allah cause swords to rule over me, if you were not right
in killing him." Allah answered the prayers of each one
in his own way. As to ibn-al-Zaiyat, verily he was killed
in the bath, and fell into the fire with his clothes on, and
thus died between fire and water. As to ibn-abi-Da'ud, al-
Mutawakkil imprisoned him, and he had a stroke of paral-
ysis while in prison, thus remaining imprisoned in his skin
by paralysis until he died. And as for Thamamah, he went
to Mecca where the Khuza/ah saw him between al-Saf a
and al-Marwah, and one of the men called out and said:
" O ye men of Khuza'ah, this is the man who conspired

f, against your master, Ahmad ibn-Fihr, and it was he who
caused his death." Whereupon the banu-Khuza/ah gath-
ered against him with their swords and killed him. Then
they brought his body out from the sacred enclosure, and
the wild animals outside devoured it. Thus Allah's words

160 were fulfilled: "And they tasted the harmfulness of their
own conduct: and the end of their conduct was ruin"
(Surah 65, v. 9).

12. Concerning the Jahislyak among them. These are the
followers of cAmr ibn-Bahr al-Jahiz.1 They are the people
who were led away by the beauty of the language used by
al-Jahiz in his books, about which we might say: "They are
compositions which are clear, though they have no meaning,
and contain words which terrify, though they have no sub-
stance." Had they known the ignorance shown in his here-
sies, far from ascribing beauties to him, they would have
begged Allah's pardon for calling him a man. Among the
errors ascribed to him, which al-Ka'bl, in spite of his pride
in him, relates about him in his treatises, are the words:
cc All knowledge comes by nature, nevertheless it is an

1 Shahrastani, ibid., vol. i, p. 77.   Mas'iidi, ibid., vol. iii, pp. 22-25;
vol. v, p. So; vol. viii, pp. 33-36.   Ibn-Khallikan, ibid., vol. ii, p. 405.
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